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IJl/nliHh BrlKian-Anirririm rluli observed its 25 ih nnmvcisary Tlmisil.li ni^lit m till* Alloiu*/ Community 
house. Facing the camera, from left, are Mrs. Joseph Benin rt. president; Mrs. Ernest Lucas, Mrs. Edward Engels, Mrs. 
Tillie Van Kvck, Mrs. Edward Sommerfelt. Mis William K vrartl, Mrs. May Vail Licshout, Mrs. Edward Agunuiito, only 
charter member still in the club; and Mrs. I.illtan Mclotte. 


Belgian-American Club Has 
Silver Anniversary Banquet 


An organization whiih has had 
only three presidents in its 25- 
year history'—the Queen Elizabeth 
Belgian-American f lub — Thurs¬ 
day night celebrated its silver an¬ 
niversary with dinner in the Al- 
louez Community house. 

All of its members have one 
thing in common. Either they 
themselves or one of then parents 
was born in Belgium. Ilowevei 
there the resemblance ends be¬ 
cause some fame from southern 
Belgium and spoke French-Hel- 
gian or Walloon and another group 
migrated from the Flemish pro¬ 
vince with the dialect peculiar to 
that territory. 

A social dub only, the group 
began a quarter of a century ago 
when about 15 ladies fathered in 
the home of the late Mrs. Julia 
Purmentier, 102 Dousman street, 
to found the Queen Elizabeth dub. 
The only charter member still hi 
the club i« Mrs. Kdward AiMinaite. 

The liitle group continued to 
meet In the home of its first presi- 
ilent, Mrs Parmentler, until the 
Wisconsin Belgian-American club 
invited the unit to meet as an 
auxiliary in the K. P hall. From 
the K P hall the club moved to 
the Labor temple briefly, then to 
the Columbus rlub until it was 
needed for Central Catholic High 
school use, tuid thence to its pres¬ 


ent meeting place, the Alloue/. 
t omnium ty house. 

Grew to 150 

As time went on the club grew 
to a mrmbetshtp of mure than ISO 
but death has cut the total hi half. 
Members changed the club name 
to Queen Elizabeth Helgiun- 
Ameriiau dub in January, 1985, 
i when the men’s group, the Wi>- 
«on*m Belgian c lub, disbanded 1 
umt at that time Invited the men 
to join. 

Only presidents have been Mir 
Parmentier. who served three 
\eurs, the late Mrs. Peter Robil-* 
laid who pioidrd for 12, and the 1 
inuuphent, Mrs. Joseph Rodart, 

| who has been in office nine years 
Other officers today are Mrs. Er¬ 
nest Luca?, vice president; Mrs. 
Mary Cauweubcrg. at ting |*ast 
president; Mrs. Edward Engels. 

1 chaplain; Mis Nelson White, sec¬ 
retary; Mrs Edward Sommer lei t. 
treasurer: Mrs. May Van l.icshout, 
conductress. Mrs. Edward Agn- 
muite, warden: Mrs. William F.v- 
rorfl, inner guard: ami Mrs. Tilde 
Van Eyck, outer guard. 

I'artlc-ipatrd In Pageant 
Annual events of the club are 
a fall supfier like the one Thurs¬ 


day night, Christmas parties for 
the children, ami picnics each 
summer. Members also semi 
Christmas baskets to suk mem- 
bera at Christmas, remembered 
members' sous ami daughters in 
service during the war, and gave 
donations to the Red Cross and 
Community Chest. 

At-out 20 members took part in 
the tercentennial pageant at Bay 
Beach in 1924 and a number par¬ 
ticipated In the Belgian exhibit at j 
the museum April 10, 1928. I*i 
the spring and summer of 194: 
members answered the call for 
urgent need of clothing h»i the 
Belgian relief fund, designating 
• ne flay h week as Belgian Club 
day fill which they S|>ent n few 
hours mending and sewing. They 
picparrd and shipped /note than 
20 boxes of clothing and afghaii.v 













